publicly funded repositories, such as the WHO COVID database with rights for unrestricted research re-use and analyses in any form or by any means with acknowledgement of the original source. These permissions are granted for free by Elsevier for as long as the COVID-19 resource centre remains active. Correspondence Submissions should be made via our electronic submission system at http://ees.elsevier.com/ thelancet/ www.thelancet.com Published online March 23, 2020 https://doi.org/10.1016/S0140-6736(20)30690-5 1
COVID-19 in Europe: the Italian lesson
Severe acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2 is rapidly spreading worldwide, 1 and WHO declared the coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) outbreak a pandemic on March 11, 2020. 2 The outbreak has hit Europe; as of March 20, 2020, Italy has the second-largest number of confirmed cases, after China. As elegantly presented by Andrea Remuzzi and Giuseppe Remuzzi, 3 a rapid surge of cases is posing a serious threat to the Italian national health system because of the limited capacity of intensive care unit departments. The Italian Government introduced progressive mitigation measurements on March 9 and March 11, 2020, to drastically limit social interactions and prevent virus diffusion. 4 All other European countries appear to be in a similar situation, with just a short time-lag of a couple of weeks ( figure) . We urge all countries to acknowledge the Italian lesson and to immediately adopt very restrictive measures to limit viral diffusion, ensure appropriate health-system response, and reduce mortality, which Green dots are for countries with more than 2 weeks of lag time from Italy; orange is for countries with 1-2 weeks of lag time; and red is for countries with 1 week or less of lag time. The Italian data curve is cut at 8000 cases to convey easier interpretability of lag times. Source: Center for Systems Science and Engineering, Johns Hopkins University.
